The effects of fifth graders' socially directed behavior on motor and social responses of children with severe multiple handicaps.
Two elementary-aged boys with severe, multiple handicaps participated in social play activities with nonhandicapped fifth graders. Increases in all participants' socially directed behavior were observed consistent with teachers' instructions to play together. In addition to social behavior increases, both boys with handicaps showed increases in targeted motor responses when interacting with the fifth graders. Donald, for example, substantially increased the amount of extended arm reaching and grasping/manipulating. David increased the amount of time he kept his head in either a full or partially upright position. The results of the investigation are considered in terms of extending the positive outcomes of handicapped-nonhandicapped peer social interactions.